Scenario 2

Dating Violence
We've been dating for 10½ months and I really like my boyfriend. He’s so hot. He’s cute and funny, but sometimes not so funny. It’s just that sometimes he doesn’t like it when I talk to other boys, especially one boy in particular. It’s too bad because I’ve known that boy since we were kids and he’s a good friend, just a friend. I know my boyfriend is jealous, but as he rightly says, “It’s because I love you.” I know that proves he loves me. If he didn’t love me he wouldn’t be jealous. Last night we were alone at my house and that friend phoned me to get some explanations about math. I had the feeling my boyfriend didn’t like it when I was talking on the phone, but afterwards I understood that I had really done something wrong. My boyfriend started going on about it. He was mad and he yelled at me. He called me all kinds of names. He punched the walls and he threw my MP3 player against the wall and broke it. I was so scared he was going to hit me. I had never seen him that mad. I’m so scared he won’t forgive me and he’s going to break up with me. I couldn’t sleep all night.
Questions for Discussion
1. Do you think this is a healthy relationship or an unhealthy one?

(Dating violence.)

2. What seems to be the source of the problem?

(Controlling someone through jealousy.)

3. Did the girl do anything wrong?

(No, she has the right to talk to another boy.)

4. Is jealousy a proof of love?

(No, jealousy is a feeling, and that boy doesn’t have the right to use his feeling of jealousy to control the girl. He doesn’t have the right to throw tantrums to prevent her from talking to other people, or to make her feel bad and scare her by acting violent.)
5. What seems to be the problem, and which box(es) on the decisional tree can I refer to?
