Scenario 4

Cyberbullying
A friend comes to see you because his MSN has been hacked into. He remembers giving his password to some “friends.” His identity has been stolen. He says he is panicking (in trouble) because insults and lies are being spread about the people in his contact list (friends and family members). Everybody thinks he’s the one who did it. Some people want to beat him up, and he has received death threats. He says he can’t cope with the situation and wishes he could be somewhere else.
Questions for Discussion
1.  Are there any legal consequences for stealing someone’s identity?

-Yes. The law makes no distinction between the real world and the virtual world.
2.  Who is responsible for this situation?

-The responsibility is shared between the victim and the bullies. The victim gave out his password, but he doesn’t deserve to be bullied. The bullies are committing a crime.
3.  What can a situation like this lead to for the person involved?
-Loss of self-esteem;

-Doing the same thing again;

-Suicide and other consequences.
4.  How can a person get out of a situation like this, and which 

box(es) on the decisional tree can I refer to?

-Use the decisional tree:
-Threats;

-Harassment;

-Bullying/extortion;

-Others, depending on the discussion during the activity.

